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BEST CHEF: DAVID GUAS
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BY meﬂ'KAM‘E‘GR—,_'-WALIER-?NIGHGLL;S_; KIM O'CONNELL & AMY BRECOUNT WHITE

Our second annual readers’ poll
asked locals to identify their favorite
restaurants, doctors, home services,
shops and more. Survey says?
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4 “Best Chef" @ ' |
g | David Guas of
&1 Bayou Bakery '
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Back row, from left: Dina Hart, Judy Niepold,

Kelly Jennings, Judy Rhodes, Robin Carney,

Kristin Stockschlaeder, Lisa Merman; Front row, from
left: Kate Stoyek, Melanie Whittington, Angela Sentz

=— eyt o Whittington Design Studio LEARN MORE ABOUT
i 2499 North Harrison St., Arlington, 703-533-3705, www.whittingtonde-
i Wydler AT THE SERVICES WE OFFER.
i ] - ] Brothers As a gitl, Melanie Whittington liked to rearrange her room—a ¢ Immediate Availability in
i [} i OTHER TOP lot. Eventually, she made a career of it. Her interior design firm, .
e > ‘ ] | ‘ VOTE-GETTERS: which opened in 2005, includes about a half-dozen designers Indgpendent LlVIng )
. e nlu Karen Close who collaborate with clients on everything from redecorating a L ASS_'Sted & Enhanced Assisted
= Billy Buck single room to full-home renovations. Living
) - it Ad?m Whatever the project scope, Whittington usually tries to find a ° Aging in Place Apartments
' NetaloRoy | somnaponitshean bulds e “teanbemy || o Pakinson's Specific Programs
i 2 Keri g e d e * Accredited and Medicare

BEST INTERIOR DESIGNER

the client,” she says. “It can be the way they use the room.” (She
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DEDICATED TO Y ‘Creellonce

703-277-7258

CALL NOW
TO SET UP A TOUR AND

O’Sullivan has even designed a few rooms around pets, adjusting specifica- Certified que H_ealth Care,
tions such as bed heights and upholstery choices to accommo- now accepting Tricare
R e i BEST PLACE date both human and furry family members.) e Skilled Nursing & Rehab
FOR A The most successful designs, she says, tend to nudge home- . Long—term Nursing Care
SECOND owners just slightly out of their comfort zones while still reflecting
HOME their personalities and lifestyle preferences. She often starts with ) ) .
BEST ARCHITECT text and consider its surroundings. Such late all that information to come up with Rehoboth neutral palettes that are then layered over with pops of color and Our caring, frlend/y msrr
ks Archi was the case when the firm added on to a an appropriate design.” Beach, Del. pat;ir; ';J;C:LC;”?!?;'jvilf‘:v?r’feahfggsgiiae?gg'Couple with chi and professiona/ RSN :
DW Ricks Architects + stone house on a prominent corner in Lyon After working in commercial archi- TPOW A a i :

A ; . : OTHER TOP dren who had little time to focus on design. Their kids were cre- staff is committed Ul
Associates Village (see above). The team took. care tecture, Ricks founded his own prac— VOTE-GETTERS: e A forgarts e - . SECOR T
3300 North Fairfax Drive, #200, Arlington, to preserve the structurzs propgrtéo;]s as tice in 1988. The award-winning ﬁr.m has Bethany TN S e b e s e : to dellverlng IR oS
703-525-0156, www.dwricksarchitects.com they faced tlhe streetdanh extert‘ ?'bl = remained small over the years—with never Beach I IR o R My P ey you.

find it liberating t SIS efxtsrlo:jzr_(;un theracsialsiog more than six employees-—on purpose. Outer Banks tomized craft room, and the family room became a comfortable
Some creative types find it liberating fo pafts ot Ricks likes forming close connections and 2 Deep Creek | dol h ducive lity 1
i i- g : table with s o uncluttered place that was conducive to quality time. ]
work W|th a blank canva?. But ngt archi ) We dgn; :;Z?snt%?\:fhaat t}fevélesiagn "shared aspirations” with clients when % Lake “They were literally crying when they saw it,” Whittington 9229 Arlington Boulevard
e D?Vld RIChkst.’Hel preder‘cshtcie A pr‘ﬁck())ensesl;l)e/s Ricks, whose eponymous it comes to their houses. “The styles are 5| 3 says. “Interior design can really change people’s lives,” —K.O, Fairfax, Virginia 22031
ration from what's already there. wi ; . 1 . o °on 2
L : " A , and the solutions are diverse,” he al 8 —_— =
Whether he and his colleagues are firm is based in Clarenf:lon, . The design mazy"But e v e ve wER e Ba % g OTHER TOP VOTE-GETTERS: Www,theV|rg|n|an,0rg e
designing a brand-new house or an addi- is informed by the project site, the stregt,. BEpA, Tl T 1 e : 3| = Helena Peck, InDesign Home
tion, they always put the project into con-  the lot, the owner, the budget. You assimi- a hand-in-glove fit." -K.O.
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